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Pre-Trip Checklist for Hauling Horses

Our topics for this week are:

M Transport Requirements for Horse Trailers

M Trailer Training Requirements for Horses

M Checklists for Annual Inspections and Prior to All Trips

Loading and unloading horses from a trailer is one of the most potentially dangerous activities of

a horse handler. Much of the danger can be removed by early training of the horse, routine

practice, thorough preparation of the trailer and towing equipment, and careful driving. 

Transport Requirements: 

Safer trailering requires proper trailer and towing vehicle selection and maintenance. Towing

weights should not exceed 85% of the towing vehicle’s maximum towing capacity. The vehicle

should have a factory-equipped or after factory-added towing package. Towing packages

typically include oversized battery, high output alternator, wiring harness for the trailer, heavier

brakes and suspension, transmission oil cooler, oversized radiator, high-capacity water pump,

and an axle ratio that is geared for towing. Oversized extendable side mirrors are also helpful.

Trailers and vans should be road worthy and of sufficient size for the horses to be hauled.

Most trailers are 7 feet tall from floor to ceiling which will accommodate horses up to 16 hands

in height. Taller horses require taller trailers. Ventilation is important even in winter. Closed

trailers should have at least one overhead vent per horse.  There should be no protrusions or

sharp edges inside the trailer or van. Flooring should be non-slip.

Training Requirements

Many horses are trailered for the first time when being taken to a veterinary clinic or hospital

because of illness or injury. This is too late. Forcing the horse into a trailer or a horse van is a

setback for training the horse to load properly and is an unsafe situation for handlers.  Before

horses can be loaded and unloaded from a trailer, they need to be able to walk on a wooden

platform to experience stepping up, hearing the hollow sound made on a plank floor, and

backing up and stepping down. 

Annual Inspections of Horse Trailers

M Wheel bearings should be repacked annually or every 12,000 miles 
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M Horse trailers are required to have a battery operated emergency breakaway system to

activate the trailer brakes if the trailer comes uncoupled from the truck during travel

M Wood floorboards should be checked for rot and aluminum floorboards checked for

weakening from oxidation

M Tires should have at least 1/4 inch of tread., but trailer tires should be replaced at 6 years,

regardless of the extent of wear

M The load rating for most trailers is at least “D”, i.e., an 8 ply tire designed ST (stiff

sidewalls) to prevent sway and carry heavy loads  

M Drum brakes should be adjusted every 5,000 miles

Checklist Prior to Hauling Horses

M Check tire tread, tire pressures, vehicle and trailer lights, brakes, and floor of the trailer 

M Check interior for sharp edges, protruding nuts or bolts, wasp or rodent nests, and spoiled

feed  

M Open vents, but do not open drop-down windows if  horses could stick their head out

during travel

M Clean and inspect flooring after each haul 

M Inspect all fluid levels in towing vehicle

M Lubricate the trailer ball and check it for tightness and check coupler on trailer for proper

operation and an effective locking mechanism.  

M After hooking up the trailer, make sure the hitch is properly attached and locked in place,

the safety chains are crossed underneath the hitch and attached to the towing vehicle

properly, and the breakaway emergency stop cable is attached

M Pull the trailer empty and check the brakes on the towing vehicle and the trailer

M Load emergency materials for people and horses: first aid kits, A-B-C rated fire

extinguisher, blankets, and drinking water

M Load emergency tools: flashlight and spare batteries, jumper cables, duct tape, extra

halters and lead ropes, spare vehicle bulbs and fuses, crowbar, pliers, screwdrivers,

wrenches, hammer, traction devices in winter, properly inflated truck and trailer spare

tires, vehicle jacks, lug-nut wrenches, 3 emergency reflective triangles, and 4 tire chocks.

M Load hygiene tools: broom, shovel, manure fork, bucket, and sponges

M Secure all tack and supplies to prevent slipping, sliding, or rolling around during travel

M Carry legal and emergency paperwork: registration papers and titles for the truck and

trailer, emergency veterinary contact information, Limited Power of Attorney for Animal

Health Care document, veterinary health certificates (Certificate of Veterinary

Inspection) if crossing state lines, Coggins test papers, and if needed, a brand inspection

certificate
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If you have comments or you're interested in particular animal handling subjects, contact us at

CBC@BetterAnimalHandling.com 

Now let’s recap the key points to remember from today’s episode:

1. Towing vehicles should have an towing capacity of at least 15% more than a

fully loaded trailer.

2. Horses should be trained for trailer hauling.

3. Horse trailers should be inspected annually and prior to each trip.

More information on animal handling can be found in my books, Animal Handling and

Physical Restraint, Concise Textbook of Small Animal Handling, and Concise Textbook of

Large Animal Handling all published by CRC Press and available on Amazon and from many

other fine book supply sources.  

Additional information is provided at: www.betteranimalhandling.com .  This website has more

than 325 past podcasts with notes on handling of dogs, cats, other small mammals, birds,

reptiles, horses, cattle, small ruminants, swine, and poultry.

Don’t forget, serious injury or death can result from handling and restraining some animals. 

Safe and effective handling and restraint requires experience and continual practice.  Acquisition

of the needed skills should be under the supervision of an experienced animal handler.
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